May 30, 2024

To The Upper Verde Wild and Scenic Coalition

| write in enthusiastic support of the Coalition proposal
requesting Congress to designate the upper Verde River,
together with portions of Granite Creek and Sycamore Creek
as a Wild and Scenic River.

This reach of the upper Verde drainage is one of the few
remaining pristine rivers in our State. It features unique
gallery forests of cottonwood, sycamore, alder and willow
providing habitat for rare native fish, migratory birds and
many other threatened and endangered species.

A Wild and Scenic designation will assure river flow, recreational
opportunities and wildlife habitat for generations to come.

Sincerely,

B Tt

Bruce Babbitt
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